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increased the number of converts from hundreds to
thousands within a very few years. The French feel less
confident; m allowing the Chinese responsibility.
The religion taught by both is naturally the same, but
China leans far more to the new world than the old world
in its personal sympathies, and since it is the new world
that subscribes for more than Prance, or any other part
of Europe, towards the development of the mission field
in China and the Par East, it seems to me yet another
proof of what everybody in Rome realises, that; Catholic-
ism in America and from America is likely to be a most
important influence in the future of (he Catholic world.
Until the reign of the present Pope, the headquarters
of the world's mission fields were in Lyons, and the
Preneh had always been looked on as the leaders in this
activity. The present Pope, however, has transferred all
this to Rome, and it must be admitted that since he has
done so the activity of Catholic conversion has consider-
ably increased,